
July 27, 2001

MEMORANDUM FOR: Secretarial Officers
Heads of Operating Units

            //Original Signed//
FROM: Donald L. Evans

SUBJECT: High Priority to Information Technology (IT)  Security

The Department of Commerce has many diverse missions that impact the daily lives of the
American people in many ways.  Much of our work on behalf of our citizens is reliant, either
directly or indirectly, on the quality and integrity of our data and IT systems.  In order to assure
that our data and IT systems are adequately protected against risks of loss, misuse, or
unauthorized access, it is important that we give a high priority to IT security.

I recently approved a new IT management restructuring plan which empowers the Department
Chief Information Officer (CIO) to address IT security Commerce wide.  It is essential that you
work closely with and support your operating unit CIO with respect to IT security.  Allocation of
sufficient resources at the operating unit level is necessary for the protection of Commerce data
and IT systems.

I expect each of you personally to invest as much time as necessary to assure full compliance
with my IT security improvement directives.


